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Russ Schedlich graduated from the University of New South Wales in 1979 and started working in the Royal Australian Navy the following year. After time at sea and in major shore Establishments, he specialised in underwater medicine, and in 1986-88 undertook a posting to the Institute of Naval Medicine in the United Kingdom. Returning to Australia, he served as Fleet Medical Officer from 1989-90 and then completed a Master of Public Health the following year. In 1992, he was appointed Medical Officer-in-Charge of Balmoral Naval Hospital, and the following year joined Maritime Headquarters to develop the concept, design and operational development of the Primary Casualty Reception Facilities in the Navy's ex-USN amphibious transport ships. In 1996 he was for the second time appointed as Fleet Medical Officer, being promoted to Captain shortly afterwards. In September 1998, he was given the additional position of Head Naval Health Branch. In December 1999, Russ transferred to the RAN Reserves after nearly 23 years of service, and following 12 months in a civilian capacity at Fleet Base East Medical Centre, HMAS Kuttabul, moved to Broken Hill as Director Medical Services, Far West Area Health Service. In August 2004, he transferred to the NSW Health Department in the medical workforce area, grappling with issues around medical practitioner and specialist numbers and their education and training. Lifestyle beckoned in 2006 after his three children left home, and he is now Executive Director Medical Services in Rockhampton, living in a beach front unit and once again contemplating the sea.
